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TACCORDING TO ibhe best available au-
thority on the matter, President Lyndon
Johnson does not actually avrcive at a decl
sion “until he publicly announces that deci-
sion and acts upon it” And so when, at Jong
last, and afier what may have been one of
-the longest volleys of a manuscript belween

- The writer, ¢ White Jouse assistont on
Asian affairs during the Johnson adminis-
tration, is now director of the intcrna-
~tional division of the Iustitule for De-
fense Analysis. Me is the author of “I'he
Lost Crusade: Awmevica in Vieinam.”

_author and publisher in recent bhistory, Mr,
Johnson agreed to let {hie presses roll, we
can confidently assume that the rumors of
the past few years have heen correct: Lyn-
don Baines Johnson has decided to publish
his memaoirs,

The palient Aessrs, Holl, Rinehart and
Winston must have had mixed feclings, com-
prised cqually of relief and concern, ahout
the timing of Alr. Johnson's decision. Be-
tween Jast winfer, the originally contem-
plated date, and this autumn, when the mem-
ofrs were finally made available, anoiher
publication appeared which cheated both aur
thor and publisher out of what otherwise
would have been some of the juciest {idbits
in *The Vantage Point” According to the
trade gossip, Mv. Johnson and his staff were
either {oo weary or too distzaught by late
spring to go through the menuscript yet
once again in order to acccomimodate the rev-
clations of The Pentagon Papers. If so, this
was unfortunate, Irom the reader’s “vantage
point,” which has been expanded recently
through the courtesy of Daniel Ellsberg, one
more critical massaging of the Johnson text
would hiave served both the book and the au-
thor well, Although the “newsbreaks” which
Blsherg had snatched away could not have
been rvefrieved, “The Vantage Point” could
have been more usclul for all readevs grop-
ing for a fuller understanding of the Ameri-
ean expevienes in Vietnam and of President
Johnson hinmsclf.

A President’s uvrge fo tell his side of the
story must be overwhelming and it is no
wonder that our chief executives, if their
lives outlast their terms, have a burning de-
sire to “put the record straight.,” Havyy Tru-
mar, in a chavacteristically dircet way, scts
much the same tone as Lyndon Johnson in
the preface to his own “NMemoirs”: “Ihe
events, as ¥ saw thom and as I put them
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i straight on the facts.”
" hower, in his preface to “The
i Years” wriles “This. . . is an account of my
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presidential years as I sce them . . ." John-
son, even more than Trurdan, and much more
than Eisenhower, must have felt an urgent
need to reach out to the American people
once he was free from the constraints of his
office. JTe is frank to nole in his preface, ‘1
have not written these chapters to suy “Fhis
is how it was, but (o say “This is how I saw
it from my vantage poinl’.” “The Veantage
Poinl” is thus Johnson's side of the complex
story of whal happened in and to Amgeriea
from the moment of nightmare in Novenber
1963 when Xenneth O'Donnell said “He's
gone,” to' the moment of solemnity in Jamu-
ary 1869 when Richard Nixon intoned, “So
help me, God.”
. The early months of planning how 1o 1e)l
this story must have been difficult for the
author and the’staff of writers thal acecom-
panied him from Washinglon 1o Awnstin.
What cmerged is an inlricately developed
structure which bridges the presidential
campaigns of 1900 and 1953 and which relies
on major developments with respeet to Viet-
vam for its intervening chronological flow,
Inserted here and there in the text are chap-
ters dealing with other foreign problems
and with domestie igsues. The result isa
separale, pigeonholed comnplication of isswes
vather than an integrated, related wihale,
Yerhaps this is a consequence of dralting e
a2 commilicee hasis, .

One suspects that each of the {0k to

could probably make an accurale guess

casce o not, the full-bodied, vintage Jolinsen
comes through only in an occasional expres-
sion of oulrage at unresponsive and ime-
sponsible legislators, “the media,” and, ef
course, the public dissenters and le
within his official {family.

Ay, Johnson's canvas is largely
pastels. There are few heroes (De
one that stands straight and tall)

nothing about Johnso’s well publicized
Y 1

feuds with U Thant, Lester Pearson, Hardd haintain
¢ made on

~The themes selected for dominant Wregk gnly afier
ment are obvious and understandable. Johm avidence
son, rightly, felt that his record on domestivedaenble

Wilson, Bill Fulhright or Gene McCurthy.
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meints passed around the oval office,
cabinet room, or the White House basemenut
Since they were proseribed from intervicw
Sng any. of the “principals,” thoy had littlk
akws opportunity to fles
. . extent, Mr. Johmson has filied the
paintedin yhough obvious
an Ruskis or material he
and no vt heing too s
lains. Indeed, with the exceplion of Rud emerges fron
MeNamara and Abe Fortas, most of Predy thosis that is
dent Johnson’s associates -~ cablnet mews pogehed by n
bers and While Youse staff membors -~ me tagon P
gray and faceless errand boys who glideinywere not
and oul of the story, Perhaps that is how in tion;
actunlly “saw” them., We are told little et vie(n
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The Vautage Point,” foin wellwriid
lively chapters and Dits of others, ave ¢

voted to this subject. T'he problem of his v

lations with the Kemmedys® clearly troubl
Johnson; a greal des) of space with some i
teresting new materizl (sce, for example, {1
record of his meeting with Vobhy Benno
on April 3 two months before the assasgin
tion) is devoted to convincing the curre
rezder and the future historian thoet he ay
Jala regavded each other with mulgal affe
tion and that he and Jobby respected cug
other even though the relationship was n
always cordial. Finally therc was Vielnam -
the issue which Johnson felt was 105t 10
understood; almost half the ook deals wil
\fie(nam; which, despile Johnson’s protes!
tions to the contrary, tells us somelhir
aliout his prioritics. . S

Neverw in history, surely, has so much s
cret official material been made puhlic]
available on a sensitive current problem
the American people now have zt hand o
Vietnam, Added to what the. Pentagon ¥
pers have divulged are many hitherto unpu!
lished documents and informal memorand
that the President hag incorporated in “Th
Vantage Point.” One thing, at lesst socen:
clear after-examining the two massive purbl
cations: neitler, in itsels, lells {hie full story
togethér they give us what surely must b
enough {o salisfy {he normal intellectunl ay

1 pelite. The Pentagon Papers was wesalkest i1
terms of source malerial regarding Whit

_ : L€ i, Lt Y9 Tlouse and National Securily Couneil dee
whor NMr, Johnson, in his preface, indicates sions. With :

he js “particulavly indebted” set to work@n gieorge Bund
assigned chaplers (old Washington hands (j0p,

1e exceplion of a few of M
¥'s papers which lhad foun
way -into Secretary’ MeNamara’s o

4510 Jonn MeNaughton’s files, thie Viet:
who. drafted what), Whether this was fhe j, oo s, tae Victham histo

ms bad ne access to many of the key docu
tine

shoout the gaps., To sorm
gups, al
ly, we anre agt likely to kmow
, himsell sct- aside as still
nsitive or “controversial, Wha
1 Lyndon Johnson's hook is a
180 degrees different from that
wany after exposura {6'the Pen:
apers: it is that Amevican people
inisied by the Johnzon administia-
America’s progressive escalation of thoe
amese war was neeessavy and prident.
is no surprise that Lyadon Johnson
s his conviction that cvery dacision
Vietnm was a wise one, reached
carcful thought, pondering a1l the
and consulting all available, knowl-
advisers. There are apparently few
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